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On Tish'ah be-Av, our eulogy is not limited to the Ten Martyrs. They were the first victims. We also
deliver a eulogy for the victims of the Crusades, and for the deaths of millions of Jews down through
Jewish history, including those killed by Hitler. I would rather use a piyut by one of the Ba'alei ha-
Tosafot or any other of the Hakhmei Ashkenaz than a liturgical piece by a present-day writer. In fact, an
imitation of a kinah was written for those killed by Hitler in the 1940s, and not badly written.

Some rabbis in Eretz Yisrael accepted it, but I do not like it. I do not like new "prayers." I cannot use it
because, in my opinion, there is no one, no contemporary, who has all the qualities indispensable for
writing prayers. I am always reluctant to accept new compositions; in general, I do not trust anyone
who tells me he intends to compose a prayer. I do not believe in so-called liturgical creativity or
creative liturgy. The Gemara (Megillah 17b) says that "One hundred and twenty elders, among whom
were many prophets,” wrote our Shemoneh Esreh. Only they could write it.

Prayer is not just a hymn, but a copy of a conversation between Ha-Kadosh Barukh Hu and a human
being. Who can write such a conversation? Only the Men of the Great Assembly and the prophets were
able to do it. That is why we are so careful about every word in the nusah ha-tefillah, the text of the
liturgy.

Of course, later piyutim (not tefillot) were written by Hakhmei Ashkenaz and Hakhmei Tzarfat. There
is no doubt that the authors of the piyutim mourning the destruction during the Crusades were of the
Ba'alei ha-Tosafot. But the Hakhmei Ashkenaz and Hakhmei Tzarfat were the Hakhmei ha-Masorah!
They were responsible not only for piyutim, but for the shalshelet ha-kabbalah, the transmission of the
tradition as a whole! Tosafot quotes Rabbi El'azar ha-Kalir many times when he has a halakhic
problem. Rabbi El'azar ha-Kalir was not simply a paytan; he was one of the Hakhmei ha-Masorah. So,
of course, if he wrote a piyut of a kinah, it has relevance. But I cannot trust others to do it. Not that I am
suspicious. Not that I, God forbid, have anything against the author of a contemporary kinah. I just do
not believe that a contemporary has the inner ability, the faith, the depth, the sweep of experience, the
ecstacy, and the taharat ha-nefesh, the purity of soul, that would authorize him or give him permission
to write a piyut. I just do not believe that there is anyone today who is qualified to do this.®

Indeed, Rav Aharon Lichtenstein related (at the 5760 convention of the Rabbinical Council of
America) that the Rav convinced Prime Minister Menachem Begin to make this change, when Begin
met the Rav during a visit Begin made to the United States in 1978. We should parenthetically note that
I heard from Rav Aharon Soloveitchik (in a talk to students at Yeshiva University in 1986) that
Menachem Begin's father, Dov Begin, served as Rav Chaim Soloveitchik's Gabbai in Brisk, Lithuania,
and the two enjoyed a particularly close relationship. Thus, there is a history of a warm relationship
between the families of the Rav and Prime Minister Begin.

Rav Lichtenstein relates that when Prime Minister Begin returned to Israel after meeting with the Rav,
the former tried to convince the appropriate authorities to make the change. The Israeli government did
not make the change due to pragmatic concerns such as the fact that the Israeli education system would
not have an opportunity to teach about the Holocaust, since Tisha Beav is observed when Israeli
schools are on vacation. Perhaps in the future a change will be made.’

IX-TRP DTIMY M wRl 5
6 The Lord is Righteous in All His Ways: Reflections on the Tish'ah be-Av Kinot (edited by Rabbi Jacob J. Schacter), pp.
298-99 — link. Cf. Here and here.
7  R.Jachter.
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e Rabbi Howard Jachter, Yom Hashoah and Tisha Beav
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